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(57) Abstract: [PROBLEMS] To provide a current limiter circuit and a motor drive circuit that prevent overcurrent from occurring 
when an external reference voltage generator circuit for detecting a prescribed current value is broken, thereby protecting a power 
transistor, 
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and that can be continuously used as a driver IC. [MEANS FOR SOLVING PROBLEMS] An output current detector circuit is series 
connected to a power transistor and includes a comparator and first and second reference voltage generator circuits. When the output 
current of the power transistor reaches a prescribed value, the comparator generates, in response to a corresponding detection signal 
from the output current detector circuit and a first reference voltage from the first reference voltage generator circuit, a control signal 
for halting the driving of the power transistor for a predetermined interval. When the output current of the power transistor does 
reaches a predetermined value beyond the prescribed value, the comparator generates a control signal in response to a corresponding 
detection signal from the output current detector circuit and a second reference voltage from the second reference voltage generator 
circuit. The first reference voltage generator circuit is externally connected to the IC, while the second reference voltage generator 
circuit is included in the IC. 
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